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Whenever you travel to Australia as an international student, employee, or even to scout the landscape for 

possible tourism opportunities, you are bound to search for a place to stay. Luckily, there is a plethora of options 

for you, including but not limited to hotels, inns, hostels, couch surfing etc. But by far the best, as far as getting 

the authentic Australian experience is concerned, is to stay with a local family.

WHY TO OPT FOR A HOMESTAY?
Finding accommodations in places where you don’t know anyone else can be somewhat difficult if you prefer to 

be with a loving and accommodating family, and/or if you miss your family back home and would like to have the 

feeling of living with loved ones. If you are looking for a support structure as well as cultural indulgence that only 

a family can provide, you should definitely opt for a homestay. 

While a homestay is almost always pleasurable, following are ten tips to make your stay even better.

Communicating with the host family is the best way to open up to them and to have 

them open up to you. By communicating freely and openly, you will warm them up to you, 

making everyone feel even more at ease with their new guest/family member.

Things like curfew timings, meal timings, privacy issues and communication guidelines, need to 

be confirmed beforehand, so as to not ruin the relationship you will eventually build with the 

host family. You should also confirm the rules related to children and pets, since they can be a 

sensitive issue in most households.

When selecting a home for your stay, be sure to opt for the free daily meals. This will allow 

you to have some local, homemade cuisine as well as a chance to bond with the family you are 

staying with.

You are in a foreign country that most likely is not familiar with how you do 

things at home. The people may have different customs and things may be 

unfamiliar for you overall. Keeping an open mind to the new ways will help 

you get a better understanding and experience of the new culture.

Get to know the culture of a new country by participating in the activities and events which the 

locals partake in. Participating in family events and activities will familiarize you even more with 

the family and vice versa.

You will need to know the safety protocols of the house you are staying in, in 

case of a fire, natural disaster or other such calamity. Confirm these details 

beforehand.

COMMUNICATE OPENLY WITH THE FAMILY

KNOW THE HOUSE RULES BEFOREHAND

JOIN THE HOST FAMILY AT MEALS

KEEP AN OPEN MIND 

PARTICIPATE IN FAMILY ACTIVITIES

CONFIRM SAFETY PROTOCOLS

HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR HOMESTAY
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While it is not obligatory, it is always a good idea to give presents to 

members of the host family, or the family as a whole, as a token of 

appreciation for their hospitality and warmth. This will make for a 

great introduction as well as a way to build a stronger bond with the 

people who will be providing a home for you.

BUY PRESENTS FOR YOUR HOSTS

You are staying with people 

who are different from 

your family back home. 

The best way to adapt to 

the new environment is to 

respect the local customs 

and culture, as it will 

constitute of the general 

environment you are going 

to be surrounded with, for 

the entirety of your stay.

Either offer to help the 

family with household tasks 

or do little chores yourself, 

such as making the bed and 

cleaning the room you are 

living in, and bringing the 

family something they need 

from the market.

While you are living with a 

family and are depending 

upon them for houseroom, 

try not to depend on them 

for much else. Provided 

meals should be a benefit, 

not a necessity, and travels 

should be on your own coin.

RESPECT THE 
LOCAL CULTURE

HELP WITH 
HOUSEHOLD TASKS BE INDEPENDENT
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CONTACT US

HOMESTAY@SAYSTAY.COM 

1300 76 83 80
Level 4,Suite 5 141 Queen St, Brisbane, Qld 4000


